


[image: Galloways]


[bookmark: _GoBack]Hello and welcome to our What’s On Guide for Sefton.

Please find attached the timetable of events for November.

The Talking Tech update and Get Active update from our colleagues Andrew and James are at the end of this section.


AGM and Conference
The annual Galloway’s conference is being held on Friday 23 November, 10.00am at Leyland Civic hall. 

We have some great speakers lined up and received fantastic feedback last year so we really hope you can join us.

If you’re interested in attending please contact 01772 744148.

Living with Sight Loss courses
We will be delivering one of the popular Living with Sight Loss Courses. We will be running the course on a quarterly basis in partnership with the RNIB, the first of these courses will be on the 6th and 7th November.

This course is for anyone new to sight loss or if perhaps your vision has further deteriorated and you would like to know more about the services and support available to you. This two day course will cover technology, registration, emotional impact of sight loss, low vision aids and lots more; it is also a great opportunity to meet others living with sight loss and share experiences. You are welcome to bring a supporter along too.

If you, or someone you know would be interested in the next course, please call to express an interest and reserve your place.

Christmas lunch - Wednesday 12th December 2018
We have once again booked Christmas Lunch at the Prince of Wales Hotel in Southport for. The final date for booking this is 12th November, if you have already booked could you please let us know your Menu choice and payment by 12th November.

Charles Bonnet Group – monthly on a Wednesday at Galloway’s Southport. 
This is a new group that has been set up at the request of our members as a support group for people living with Charles Bonnet syndrome.

Introduction of speakers - every other week on Mondays. 
We have developed a speaker series which is taking place at Galloway’s Southport every other Monday. We are bringing a range of speakers to you to cover a range of useful, interesting and exciting topics. Please come along and send us your ideas for speakers you would like to hear from or topics of interest.

Working Age Group Questionnaire 
RP Fighting Blindness are currently leading a project in partnership with sight loss charities Thomas Pocklington Trust, Visionary and RNIB which aims to provide future employment services to working age people who are living with degenerative sight loss
 
In order to develop these services, and ensure the support we offer our community is relevant and useful, it is important to gather data and opinion on what the majority of those living with inherited sight loss feel would be most helpful. This survey has been developed for people with inherited sight loss, could you please pass this on to anyone you think would be interested in giving an opinion.

Below are links to a survey which now gives those living with inherited sight loss the chance to tell us directly what more assistance they would like to see for those looking for work, in the workplace or progressing in a career. 

Please follow this link: https://www.snapsurveys.com/wh/s.asp?k=153683258779 
 
It should take around 20 minutes to complete, although you do not have to answer all questions or even complete it in one go, as you can stop and save your responses and complete at a later stage if you wish. The survey is completely anonymous so your answers will not be identifiable. Alpha Research Ltd is managing the data collection and analysis. 

If you have any queries about the Working Age Group Project, you can contact Thomas O’Neill, Communications Manager at RP Fighting Blindness on tom@rpfightingblindness.org.uk or call 01280 821334. 

Happy Reading
The Galloway’s Team

Fundraising opportunities – we need your help:
If you would like any information on any of the following volunteering opportunities in November and December 2018, please contact Roya Armstrong on 01772 744148 or email roya.armstrong@galloways.org.uk 

Please also spread the word to your friends and family in case they are able to help us raise funds for our vital work supporting blind and partially sighted people. Thank you.

M&S Southport (Bag Pack)                       
15th and 16th December – 10am – 4pm

Tesco Southport (Store collection)                                 
Tuesday 18th December - 10am – 4pm

We hope you find something in the timetable interesting. 

If you would like any more information on any of our activities, or would like to receive the audio version of this information, please do not hesitate to contact either Carl or Lesley on 01704 534 555.


Welcome to the Talking Tech update
During November/December we have plenty of opportunities if you are looking to get to grips with Technology.

Don’t forget to check out the latest Talking Tech Audio section of the Galloway’s Eye for all the latest tech news and reviews.  If you don’t currently receive the Galloway’s Eye Talking Newsletter, you can sign up for free by calling 01772 744 148.

There is lots going on over the next two months including our regular Talking Tech drop in days. please check your What’s on Guide for further information.

Sight and Sound Technology exhibition – www.sightandsound.co.uk 
At Galloway’s we are pleased to welcome “Sight and Sound Technology” who will be demonstrating an exciting mixed range of current products from their catalogue.  This will include the latest in assistive technology including electronic magnification, accessible mobile phones, Text readers,   electronic Braille displays and more…….   

Monday 19th November 2018
11am – 3pm
Brew Me Sunshine Morecambe, 12 Victoria Street, Morecambe, LA4 4AH
01524 414 846


Tuesday 20th November 2018
11am – 3pm
Howick House, Howick Park Avenue, Penwortham PR1 0LS
01772 744 148

Wednesday 21st November 2018
11am – 3pm
Galloway’s Southport, 22 Wright Street, Southport, PR9 0TL
01704 534 555

SightPlus demonstration day
GiveVision will be demonstrating SightPlus, a pair of goggles that can enhance people’s remaining sight. It works like a digital magnifier and a pair of binoculars. 

People use SightPlus for stationary activities such as reading, watching TV, recognising people's faces and much more (painting, playing music, knitting, helping their kids with homework among other things)! It is not designed to be a mobility aid and can't be used to walk around. However many of our users like using SightPlus in museums, art galleries and at sports events.

If you are currently using tools such as magnifier or zoom on tablets to read, SightPlus is likely to help you see better. For more information, sign-up online https://givevision.net/signup

If you would like to try this technology then please come along to the demo day anytime between: 11am – 3pm 
Howick House, Howick Park Avenue, Penwortham PR1 0LS
01772 744 148

Amazon Alexa testers needed! 
Thanks to the incredible help and support from the team at AO.com Galloway’s will soon have an Alexa skill, but  we need testers to perfect and give feedback.  It’s nearly here! The Galloway’s Alexa skill developed by AO.com is now in beta. The skill allows users to listen to talking newspapers and the Galloway’s Eye,  find upcoming events, learn about eye health and more.  If you would like to test this skill All you will need is an Alexa enabled device or Smart Phone/Tablet.  If you would like to be part of the beta testing then, please get in touch with Andrew Coleman at Galloway’s by calling 01772 744 148 or emailing talkingtech@galloways .org.uk   

OrCam Demonstrations
Galloway’s are now official partners of OrCam and are able to offer personalised demonstrations.  Come along and try OrCam for yourself.  OrCam MyEye is the intuitive wearable device using a smart camera to assist people with sight loss.  Instantly read printed text from your books, newspapers, tablet or computer at home or even when you are on Holiday.  Immediately recognise faces of friends and family.  Identify stored products, money notes and colours.  
We can now demonstrate OrCam 2 which has just been released.  This latest version of OrCam has a more compact design while also offering new features such as WiFi/Bluetooth compatibility and a built in flash for low light situations. 

To book your demonstration at Galloway’s please call 01772 744 148.

One-to-One Technology support
Galloway’s now deliver  personalised technology support at each of our four centres.  Do you need help setting your Amazon Echo up or need support using your tablet/Smart phone?  Please get in touch with your local centre to make an appointment or call 01772 744 148.

Best wishes
Andrew
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